Jenny Anne Koppera

614 Second Street
Ann Arbor, MI 48103

jakoppera@gmail.com 

 www.jakoppera.weebly.com
773-490-5979



EDUCATION

Bachelor of Arts, Honors

Northwestern University, Evanston, IL

Study Abroad:  La Sorbonne, Paris, France & L’Université Laval, Quebec, Canada

Majors: Comparative Literary Studies and French

GPA: 3.72

Master of Fine Arts

Eastern Michigan University, Ypsilanti, MI

Drama/Theatre for the Young Program

GPA: 4.0

TEACHING EXPERIENCE – POST SECONDARY EDUCATION
My teaching experiences at the university level allow me to delve deeper into the current topics and trends of educational theatre as well as to engage a diverse population of college students. 

Eastern Michigan University:

Fundementals of Acting
(CTAR 158)



FA 2011 & WI 2013

Improvisation & Role Play 
(CTAR 323)



WI 2011 & WI 2013

Drama & Play 


(CTAR 222) 



FA 2011 & WI 2012

In the Human Experience

Plays for the Young

(CTAR 327)



FA 2012


Introduction to Theater
(CTAR 150)



FA 2011


Improvisation & Role Play 
(CTAR 323)



10/2010 – 11/2010

Children’s Theatre 

(CTAR 322)



10/2010 – 11/2010

Oral Interp. of Children’s Lit.
(CTAR 324)



10/2010 – 11/2010

TEACHING EXPERIENCE – SECONDARY EDUCATION
Secondary workshops and classes allow me to combine quick paced teaching, student participation and sharing, and interactive games and activities in the classroom.

French
(Upper School)
North Shore Country Day School, IL

2003 – 2007
Dance
(Upper School)
North Shore Country Day School, IL

2006 – 2007
English, 9th - 12th grade

Lycée Hélène Boucher, France

2001 – 2002

TEACHING EXPERIENCE – THEATRE

When teaching theatre, I hope to provide students with theatrical skills that will serve them beyond the current experience, such as an appreciation for the craft and structure of the art form, an understanding of projection and blocking, and pride in their own growth as actors. 

Youth Actors Guild Camp 
Ann Arbor, MI




2008 - 2012

A2 Civic Theatre Arts Camp 
Ann Arbor, MI




2008 – 2011

Theater


Lycée Français, Chicago, IL


2004
Theater Specialist

PA Governor’s School for the Arts, PA

1999

TEACHING EXPERIENCE – EDUCATIONAL THEATRE

My educational theatre workshops and teaching incorporate creative drama, youth empowerment and improvisational activities, personal narratives, image theatre, and expressing creative freedom. 

EMU Resident Hall Workshop
Eastern Michigan University, MI

2012 - 2013

CrossTown Theatre Troupe 
Ypsilanti, MI




2008 – 2011

ETC Intensive Workshop 
Pittsburgh, PA




2009
ETC Movement Workshop 
Eastern Michigan University, MI

2009
AMP Workshop

Eastern Michigan University, MI

2008
GearUP Theatre Workshop 
Eastern Michigan University, MI 

2008
Diversity Day Workshop 
North Shore Country Day School, IL 

2008
TEACHING EXPERIENCE - MOVEMENT
When developing dance classes and workshops for ages 3-12, my approach is very active and structured while all the time trying to impart a passion for dance and movement with my students.

Yoga



RussaYog Studio, Ann Arbor, MI

2011 - 2013

Math Dance 


EMU’s Bright Futures Program, MI

2010 – 2011

Jazz 1 & Musical Theatre
Substitute Instructor - EMU, MI


2008 – 2010

Diversity Day Workshop 
North Shore Country Day School, IL 

2007
Ballet, Tap, Jazz, 

The Devonshire Cultural Center, IL

2001 – 2007

Musical Theater, 

Fairytale Dance, 

Themed Dance Workshops

CONFERENCE AND FESTIVAL EXPERIENCE

My participation in regional, national, and international conferences and festivals has allowed me to share my perspective on current educational theatre projects and come away excited and inspired to create even better personal work.

ASSITEJ Germany Directors' Symposium


US Delegate

2013 


Frankfurt, Germany

One Theatre World





Presenter

2013


Cleveland, OH


Presentation: Examining International TYA/The Global Play Project

New Visions/New Voices




Playwright Liason
2012


Washington, DC

International Performing Arts for the Young Showcase 
Rye Fellow

2012

Cleveland, OH

EMU's Building Legacy Event




Speaker

2011



Eastern Michigan University



Presentation: Koste Remembered

ASSITEJ International World Congress



Intern & Playwright
2011


Copenhagen, Denmark and Malmoe, Sweden
Slam Co-Coordinator

Faculty Development Colloquium 



Co-Presenter

2011


Eastern Michigan University


Presentation:  Teaching Outside the Box: Kinesthetic Techniques 


for the Classroom - Math Dance

AATE Conference





Planning Committee
2011


Chicago, IL





and Presenter


Presentation: EMU's Celebration of the Life and Legacy of Virginia Koste


AATE Conference





Award Recipient
2010

San Francisco, CA

ETC Intensive 






Participant 

2010



Los Angeles, CA

Presentation:  The Blue Bird (based upon Maeterlinck’s Blue Bird)
AATE/ATHE Conference




Co-Presenter

2009


New York, NY


Presentations: Educational Theatre Collaborative & Taking Risks in American 
Children’s Theatre

EMU Graduate Fair 





Presenter

2009


Ypsilanti, MI


Presentation: Educational Theatre Collaborative

ETC Intensive 






Participant 

2009



Pittsburgh, PA


Presentation:  Journey Down the Winding Well – Falling into Aesops Fables

International Performing Arts for the Young Showcase 
Participant

2009


Cleveland, OH

Imagining America: Art and Scholarship in the Public Life
Co-Presenter

2008


Los Angeles, CA


Presentation: (Re)Story: How story can save, shape, and illuminate social and 
public policy

Performance Studies Festival: Oppression and Release 
Presenter/Director
2008


Oakland Community College, MI


Presentation: Jonathan Livingston Seagull Adaptation

Imaginate Children’s Theatre Festival



Delegate and

2008


Edinburgh, Scotland




Festival Volunteer
EMU Nonprofit Career Summit 



Panelist

2008


Ypsilanti, MI


Topic: The American Humanics Program at EMU

International Performing Arts for the Young Showcase 
Participant

2008


Tampa, FL

ARTS MANAGEMENT EXPERIENCE

In my arts management experience, I strive to keep both student participants and teaching artists engaged, safe, and inspired by the artistic collaborations occurring around them.

Director of Theater Camp
Ann Arbor Civic Theatre, MI
 

2008 – 2013 

Program Director

Math Dance Program, MI


2010 – 2011

Program Director 

CrossTown Theatre Troupe, MI 

2008 – 2010

Director of Theater Camp
The Devonshire Cultural Center, IL

2003 & 2004

Residential Life Coord. 
PA Governor’s School for the Arts, PA

2000

Director of Theater Camp
Academy Theatre, PA



1996 & 1997

DIRECTING EXPERIENCE

In my directing, I focus on creating a diverse experience, which combines music, movement, and puppetry, as well as, empowering actors to participants as much as possible in the production design and collaborative process.

Global Play Project


Eastern Michigan University 

2013

Snow White



Eastern Michigan University

2012

Gollywhoppers


Ann Arbor Youth Actors Guild

2012

The Phantom Tollbooth

Ann Arbor Civic Theatre

2012

Global Play Project


Eastern Michigan University

2012

The Trial of the Big Bad Wolf

Ann Arbor Youth Actors Guild 
2011

After Juliet



Saline High School


2011

James and the Giant Peach

Ann Arbor Civic Theatre

2011

Stuart Little



Ann Arbor Youth Actors Guild 
2010

After Juliet



CrossTown Theatre Troupe

2010

People Places Passion Power 

CrossTown Theatre Troupe 

2010 

MLK Day Performance

CrossTown Theatre Troupe 

2010

Danny Champion of the World 
Ann Arbor Youth Actors Guild 
2009

News: Evil Wizard Destroys World
Ann Arbor Civic Theatre

2009

MLK Day Performance 

CrossTown Theatre Troupe

2009

Carrie Potter
 


Ann Arbor Civic Theatre

2009

Maggie Maggee 


CrossTown Theatre Troupe

2009

Odyssey 



Ann Arbor Youth Actors Guild 
2009

Jonathan Livingston Seagull 

Eastern Michigan University DTFY Tour 2009

Jonathan Livingston Seagull 

Performance Studies Festival OCC 
2008

The Adventures of Nate the Great 
Ann Arbor Civic Theatre

2008

The Great Quest 


Ann Arbor Civic Theatre

2008

Wilde Tales 



Ann Arbor Youth Actors Guild 
2008

Much Ado about Nothing 

North Shore Country Day School 
2007

Pippin




The Devonshire Cultural Center
2006

Romeo and Juliet


North Shore Country Day School
2006

CHOREOGRAPHY EXPERIENCE

In my choreography, I seek to make everyone comfortable in their movement skills and in their ability to use their bodies as expressive instruments in performance. 

Go Dog, Go!



Eastern Michigan University

2011

Winter of Discontent


Eastern Michigan University

2011

After Juliet



Saline High School


2011

James and the Giant Peach

Ann Arbor Civic Theatre

2011

Pippi Longstocking


Eastern Michigan University

2010

After Juliet



CrossTown Theatre Troupe

2010

Anywhere You Want to Go 

Eastern Michigan University

2009

Choral Connections


Ann Arbor, MI



2007 – 2008

Devonshire Recital 


The Devonshire Cultural Center 
2007

Darfur Benefit 



North Shore Country Day School 
2007

James and the Giant Peach

North Shore Country Day School
2007

Beauty and the Beast


North Shore Country Day School
2007
The Reluctant Dragon


Northwestern University

2006

The Importance of Being

North Shore Country Day School
2006


Earnest

Charlotte’s Web


North Shore Country Day School
2006

West Side Story


North Shore Country Day School
2006

Devonshire Recital 


The Devonshire Cultural Center 
2006

The Reluctant Dragon


North Shore Country Day School
2005

The Miser



North Shore Country Day School
2005

HMS Pinafore



North Shore Country Day School
2005

Devonshire Recital 


The Devonshire Cultural Center 
2005

This is Not A Pipe Dream

Northwestern University

2004

Lucky Stiff



North Shore Country Day School
2004

Devonshire Recital 


The Devonshire Cultural Center 
2004

Much Ado About Nothing

Northwestern University

2003

Selkie




Northwestern University

2003

Babes in Arms



North Shore Country Day School
2003

Devonshire Recital 


The Devonshire Cultural Center 
2003

Devonshire Recital 


The Devonshire Cultural Center 
2002


Experience prior to 2002 available by request
PERFORMING EXPERIENCE

In my performing, I strive to bring a wide variety of engaging and complex characters to the stage, focusing in particular on productions designed for younger audiences.

6 Figures Playback Theatre Troupe
Eastern Michigan University 

2011 - 2013 

ASSITEJ Playwright Slam 

Copenhagen, Denmark

2011



An Evening with the Bard

Grand Rapids, MI


2011

An Evening with the Bard

Eastern Michigan University 

2010

1+2 Night (12th Night Adaptation)
Eastern Michigan University DTFY
2010 - 2011

ETC’s Blue Bird



Los Angeles, CA


2010

1+2 Night (12th Night Adaptation)
Eastern Michigan University

2010

Antigone 



Eastern Michigan University DTFY 
2010

Jonathan Livingston Seagull 

Eastern Michigan University DTFY 
2009

ETC’s Down the Winding Well 

Eastern Michigan University AMP 
2009

ETC’s Down the Winding Well 

Pittsburgh, PA 



2009

MLK Day Storytelling 


Eastern Michigan University

2008

Thundercake 

 

Eastern Michigan University

2008

Jonathan Livingston Seagull 

Oakland Community College 
2008

ETC Performance & Workshop
Eastern Michigan University AMP 
2008

Storytelling 



Ypsilanti Historical Society 

2008
Darfur Benefit 



North Shore Country Day School 
2007

Joseph & The Amazing

Eastern Michigan University

2007

    
Technicolor Dream Coat
 

Peter Pan



Marriott Lincolnshire Theatre

2002

Wizard of Oz



Chicago Shakespeare Theatre
2002

Children of Eden 


Northwestern University

2001

The Waa Mu Show


Northwestern University

1999

A Chorus Line



Northwestern University

1998

Wizard of Oz



Marriott Lincolnshire Theatre

1998

Animal Happiness


Northwestern University

1998

Agnes of God



Academy Theatre, PA


1997

Pippin




Meadville Area Senior High, PA
1997

Grease




Academy Theatre, PA


1996

Barefoot in the Park


Academy Theatre, PA


1996

Last of the Red Hot Lovers

Seibenberger Club, PA

1996

Fantastics



Academy Theater, PA


1996


Experience prior to 1996 available by request

RHYTHMIC COMPOSING EXPERIENCE

When incorporating percussive underscoring into productions, I seek to intensify dramatic moments, provide interesting transitions, and allow the actors/musicians and audience to feel closer to the action of the play.

After Juliet



CrossTown Theatre Troupe

2010

Antigone 



Eastern Michigan University DTFY 
2010
Odyssey 



Ann Arbor Youth Actors Guild 
2009

AWARDS & NOMINATIONS

TYA?USA Nominee & Delegate

ASSITEJ Directing Symposium
2013

Jim Rye Fellowship



IPAY Showcase

2011 – 2012

ASSITEJ World Congress Internship

ASSITEJ International

2011



Doyle Fellowship Recognition Award 

AATE Conference

2010

CMTA Graduate Award 


Eastern Michigan University
2009

National Scholars Award 


Eastern Michigan University
2007 – 2009

Honors in Comparative Literary Studies 
Northwestern University
2001

Dean’s List 




Northwestern University
1997 – 2001

Zane Gitzi Youth Leadership Award 

Rotary International

1997

Top 5 in Oral Interpretation 


NCFL Competition

1997

Commendations for Superior Acting

Theater Assoc. of PA

1997

Commendations for Superior Acting

Eastern States Theater Assoc.
1997


Top 16 in Oral Interpretation


NCFL Competition

1996

National Qualifier in Oral Interpretation
NCFL Competition

1995

THEATER TRAINING

Albany Park Theatre Project






2011 


AATE Conference, Chicago, IL

Eastern Michigan University






2007 – 2011

Drama/Theatre for the Young Program
Michael Rohd Applied Theatre Workshop




2010 


AATE Conference, San Francisco, CA

Bob Colby Creative Drama Workshop




2010


Eastern Michigan University
Educational Theatre Collaborative Workshops



2008 – 2010


Mime 


Play Development 


Puppetry & Shadow Puppetry


Text Collage 


CV’s and Resumes 


American DTFY Overview 

Educational Theatre Collaborative Incubators



2008 – 2010


Story Explosion 


Camp Explorations


Cordage 


Paper 


Space 
Scale 


Recycling 


Sound Scape 


Masks 


Make-Up 

Northwestern University, Evanston, IL  





1997 – 2001

Voice for Performance 
Professor Linda Gates 

Actor’s Voice


Professor Linda Gates

Stage Dialects 

Professor Linda Gates

Advanced Creative Drama 
Professor Rives Collins

Intro. to French Theater
Professor Sylvie Romanowski

PA Governor’s School for the Arts, PA





1995

Participant in Theater Major

Academy Theater, Meadville, PA





1992 – 1997

Assistant to the Artistic Director, Ben Agresti

DANCE/MOVEMENT TRAINING

RussaYog Yoga Teacher Training Program, Ann Arbor, MI 


2010 – 2011

RussaYog Yoga, Ann Arbor, MI





2008 – 2010
NIA, Ann Arbor, MI







2009 – 2011
Pilates/Yoga, Ann Arbor, MI






2007 – 2009

Apprenticeship with Jump Rhythm Jazz Project, Chicago, IL


2004 – 2005

Northwestern University, Evanston, IL  





1997 – 2001

Jump Rhythm Jazz Technique, Tap, Jazz, Swing, Ballroom

La Sorbonne (Paris IV), Paris, France





1999 – 2000

Modern, Contemporary, African, Capoeira

Allegheny College, Meadville, PA





1995 – 1997

Modern, Tap 

Meadville Council on the Arts, Meadville, PA




1990 – 1997

Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Modern

LEADERSHIP POSITIONS

Founder & Co-Pres. 
Educational Theatre Collaborative, EMU

2008 – 2010

Executive Board
Willard Res. College, Northwestern Univ., IL

1998 – 1999

Class President

Meadville Area Senior High School, PA

1993 – 1997

PROFFESIONAL/ACADEMIC ORGANIZATIONS

Actors’ Equity Association






2002 – 2013 
TYA/USA (ASSITEJ)







2011 - 2013 

Fractured Atlas







2011 - 2013 

International Performing Arts for the Young




2008 – 2012
American Alliance for Theatre and Education



2009 – 2012
Association of Theatre Movement Educators




2010 – 2011
Golden Key Honor Society






2001 – 2010

Foreign Language Council, ACTFL





2005 – 2006

EXTRA CURRILICULAR ACTIVITIES

Upward Bound Career Counseling

Eastern Michigan University
2010
African Percussion (Djembe)


Ann Arbor, MI 


2009 – 2010
Model United Nations Advisor


North Shore Country Day, IL 
2006 – 2007

MICES Student Exchange Host Teacher
North Shore Country Day, IL 
2005 & 2007

World Youth Leadership Conference

Earth Univ., Costa Rica
2006

Peace Alliance Conference


Washington, DC

2006


Grant Writing Course



Harry S. Truman College, IL
2002


Dance Marathon Participant


Northwestern University, IL
1999


OTHER WORK EXPERIENCE

American Humanics Program

Eastern Michigan University, MI
2007 – 2010


Graduate Assistant



Costume Assistant, Dresser

Marriott Lincolnshire Theatre, IL
2002 – 2003

Sales Associate


Restoration Hardware, IL

2002 – 2004

English Private Tutor


Thionville, France


2001 – 2002

Lutkin Hall Monitor & Usher

Pick Staiger Concert Hall, IL

1998 – 2001

